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Guideline for the Construction of
Child-friendly Libraries in Shenzhen
(Trial)

Preamble

As a reading place for children to acquire knowledge and grow
healthily, library is an indispensable public cultural facility for urban
development. By 2017, Shenzhen had built 623 public libraries,
including one independent children's library, and public libraries at
district level and above were equipped with special reading areas for
children. The number of libraries and reading areas for children in
Shenzhen is increasing, but the space environment of libraries still
needs to be improved in terms of children friendliness.

Under the guidance of "Shenzhen City Strategic Plan for the
Construction of A Child-Friendly City (2018-2035)," the guideline
combines the development characteristics of the reading space of
children in Shenzhen Library, aiming to build a child-friendly library
from the aspects of outdoor space, indoor space and children's
participation with the principle of respecting children's rights and
nature. The Guideline contains five chapters, and the main technical
contents include: General Rules, Outdoor Space, Indoor Space,

Children's Participation, and Organization.

1. General Principles
1.1 Overall Goals

In order to respect and give children's rights, meet the reading needs
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of children of all ages, improve the quality of children's reading
space, build a child-friendly library combining pleasant reading and
fun space, this construction guideline is formulated

1.2 Compilation Basis

1.3 Scope of Application

1.3.1 this guideline is applicable to independent children's libraries
such as Shenzhen children's library and children's reading areas
(reading rooms) of all kinds of libraries in Shenzhen.

1.3.2 this guideline should be implemented in accordance with
relevant national standards and technical regulations.

1.4 Basic Principles

1.4.1 Oriented to children's real needs

1.4.2 Guarantee the basic safety of children

1.4.3 Improve children's reading space

1.4.4 Adjust measures to local conditions

1.5 Basic Concepts

1.5.1 Child-friendly library

Child-friendly library is a library for children under the age of 18,
which, on the basis of respecting and entrusting children's rights,
provides indoor and outdoor public space, reading space and other
aspects for children to meet their needs of reading and exploration.
1.5.2 Child-friendly public Spaces

1.5.3 Child-friendly reading space

2. Outdoor Space

2.1 General Requirements

2.1.1 Child-friendly outdoor Spaces should be built for children to
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read and communicate through landscape design according to
different types of outdoor activities and different numbers of people.
2.1.2 Outdoor space of child-friendly library should meet relevant
requirements of barrier-free design specification.
2.2 Spatial Interface
2.2.1 Entrance gate
2.2.2 Building facade
2.2.3 Ground pavement
2.2.3.1 Hard ground pavement
2.2.3.2 Ground pavement of non-hard activity site
2.3 Space Facilities
2.3.1 Identification of guidance
2.3.2 Furniture of tables and chairs
2.3.2.1 Tables and chairs
2.3.2.2 Canopy
2.3.3 Plant configuration
2.3.4 Lighting facilities
3. Interior Space
3.1 General Requirements
3.1.1 Indoor space of child-friendly library includes child-friendly
indoor public space and child-friendly reading space.
3.1.2 Child-friendly reading Spaces shall be provided with reading
rooms according to the reading needs of different age groups.
3.1.3 The interior space of child-friendly library should meet the
relevant requirements of the barrier-free design specification.

3.2 Spatial Interface
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3.2.1 Wall design

3.2.2 Ground paving

3.3 Space Facilities

3.3.1 Guidance mark

3.3.2 Stair balustrade and step

3.3.3 Tables and chairs

3.3.4 Bookshelf

3.3.5 Toilet facilities

3.3.6 Lighting facilities

3.3.7 Cleaning facilities

4. Participation of Children

4.1 Child participation Mechanism
4.1.1 Requirement expression

4.1.2 Program formulation

4.1.3 Decision-making publicity

4.1.4 Evaluation and feedback

4.2 Selection of Children's Representatives
4.3 Organizations in which children are involved
4.3.1 Organizational subject

4.3.2 Organization mode

5. Organization and Implementation
5.1 Working mechanism

5.2 Division of responsibilities

5.3 Supervision and examination

Annex: Standards for construction of various child-friendly libraries
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